<
202
225
Cmzx
b =
20
E‘m
-

homelessness. This happened because ot a breakdown within my tamily. This meant | was turned on my head and didn't know what | would do or where
lwould go. | il had contact with my un wabut no option of livingwith him. My uncle knew about the organization and told me lwould have to goto
thern. | honestly hatedthe idea, especiaﬂ “-he idea of being in ahostelwhere | thought there would be noway out. But the alternative was the streets
and that wasn't an option. | had proy fir 35 few with e, It weas there that | metmy support worker, We went through the timetable together. | was
already interested in Creative ertlnc ttathe class the following week. From then on so many doors were opened and | seized opportunities
wihen | could worked clozely with sta }Q;Dmewhere talive. | initially moved into Central Courtwhich was the semi-independent zide and then on
inta my own au:u:u:nmmu:ndatlu:nn afemr ':_“‘ =, rwardls. After | gained full independent living, lworked closely with iy worker who set me up on the
= into howe renting and living alone worked and © 38 - thingsto conzider. |'ve now beenin iy place for
i ant into the hostel, Az vou can zee from this " L short overview, these 2 support networks have
...;"- twrould have happened had | not had the s'_} ¥ Ffthess organisations. Hope everyons is having
e &.s dthe unavalibityto receive afairly short terr
: ’f arning | Am posing a lmportant Statement to
n thiz roomwho knows a person be BN BAE B 25 yearsof age. Mainly Just Anyone Under
j ¥ ot as this could potentislly force peopls
1 vey was Completed and a grand 100% of

fcomme y-.,;'“:uucket of Waor:_a hat will cause
(Al in theg E areas of The l% try begging

helpedmethrwe | honesthy dont ,:'

apleazant dav.i 21 vear old Male |, .: i

accommodation from friends. He ™ %
the Ministers, whichwill indeed af et
The Age of 35."Reduction of W 1 | '| ;' - aimn will demotivate young peor
intocrimingl acts, poverty, sexual ||| 4.;’-‘-‘-% . herefore continuing the cyvcle u:nf
People who tookthis agreed that -'-:j“ i 'h,,,? 4 Fvings intothe Governments A N
the government to ke ina MajorL \. I % Siff erent Sectors of the Countr 2R
|I ,'-I "elfare- putting aMajor Stralnu:q_ u

touristsfor pocket changeforahd | L
f;}&‘ at Hu:nmeless individ & :The € 1§

b Lured Crug

izsues and Mental Problers gaine ,.-.1-:,
orostitution issues az Thizy F‘“’TﬂTI

YOUTH VOICE
MATTERS




and debt which wo

ave iﬁ to the host o volunteered thelir bea

ned
-Than k u for your time |

g Ihd p iod of about 9 mon ere [ expe Sa 0
d tknow what | wo |dd or where | would a

CHAIR'S INTRODUCTION

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
YOUTH HOMELESS PARLIAMENT

NATIONAL CONSULTATION

THE MAIN EVENT
WELCOME SPEECH 2016

THE REPORT
DCLG CONSULTATION

REFLECTIONS OF THE DAY
REFLECTION POEM




. ..ep~ sveryune s naving a pleasant day.A 21 year old Male, living i in London and became homelessin
navallblty to receive a fairly short term accommodation from friends. He Wa -

nocket change for a McDonaId s CoffeeWeIfare putting a Major Straln on them as they will be unable to work on Tha N~

‘rahlamas ~-1- - 10 Sl L]




nese viyainoua~. .o
avallblty to receive a falrly short term accommodation rrom Irienas. rie vvas sofa Surming and in the beds ot Strangers just to stay "ALIV
- o tho Mini indeed affect Every person in this room who knows a person between the Ages

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE

YOUTH HOMELESS PARLIAMENT

ommodation and Is known to
Ministers, the way to resolve the countries Major Issues in Deallnq W|th Housmg is not to Cut off Any Group of people , but t~
“*hair minor mistakes. Alsa rri~-*




The Youth Homeless Parliament’s aim is to ensure homeless young people’s
voices, concerns and ideas are heard, at the heart of Government, where it
really matters. The Youth Homeless Parliament is made up of 100 young
people aged 16-25 from across England who have been homeless and
currently receiving support from one of the following charities that work
with homeless young people: St Basils, Centrepoint, Crisis, Depaul UK, The
Foyer Federation, St Mungo'’s and YMCA. Each of these charities has put
forward young people to join the Youth Homeless Parliament including
young people representing NYRG. One hundred young people from across
England ensures a good representation from a variety of backgrounds,
cultures and locations, including more rural communities. The Membership
and Housing Policy organisation Homeless Link has also provided
invaluable support to the initiative.

On 13th December 2012, MP for Erdington Jack Dromey invited 100
young people from 7 homelessness charities including St Basils,
Centrepoint, Homeless Link, Crisis, Foyer Federation, YMCA and St
Mungo’s Broadway to come together to draw up a ‘Homeless Youth
Manifesto’ to present for discussion to a cross-party panel which not only
included Labour MP Jack Dromey, but Liberal Democrat MP Don Foster
and Conservative Planning Minister Nick Boles. This event made history; it
was the first time homeless young people had ever been invited to
Parliament to debate directly with ministers. Jack Dromey MP was also
keen that the event would help young people dispel some of the
stereotypes and myths around 'homeless people’. The young people were
invited to vote on their 3 key priorities and collectively they identified
these as: ‘A Consistent Voice For Young People’, ‘Tackle The Lack of
Affordable Quality Housing’ and ‘Abandon Proposals To Cut Housing
Benefit to under 25s’. This successful event led to the announcement in
May 2013 by then Housing Minister, Mark Prisk MP that St Basils would
receive initial funding to develop the concept further.

St Basils and NYRG with the help of the partner organisations, organise a
large event bringing all 100 young people together to meet with Ministers
in Parliament annually. The first official YHP took place on 16th December
2013. The 100 young people had the opportunity to question ministers on
current housing policy and their current plans as well as presenting what
they think the top 3 priorities should be. Staff from DCLG also took the
opportunity to consult those present on a range of housing related
matters. In 2014, the Youth Homeless Parliament attended the House of
Commons, Westminster, again. This year the steering group were keen
that YHP main event focuses on the Youth Voice; the lived experience of
YHP members. The main event will focus on the consideration of young
peoples policy “Where am | in all of this?”. Our partners from Homeless
link, Crisis and YMCA produced a framework of the Governments policy
ambitions to base this year's report on.
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Youth Homeless Parliament members
shared their views on government policies
affecting homeless young people.
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Hello and welcome all to the Youth
Homeless Parliament 2016. | would like
to begin by thanking on behalf of all
Youth Homeless Parliament members,
Marcus Jones MP for hosting the event
today.

| stand before you today, both grateful
and honoured to have been spared your
time. The diverse mix of young people
you see were selected based on the high
level of expertise we all share in one
crucial field; being homeless. We are here
today because we have been or currently
are homeless. You will hear, from those
willing to share, personal testimony in
response to the planned changes in
various policies; these statements will
describe how these policies will
drastically affect our lives, be us rough
sleepers, sofa surfers or fortunate hostel
dwellers like myself. We did not ask to be
made homeless; but we are grateful to
have been given this chance at a voice, to
make an impact, now that we are.

| stand before you today, humbled by
such a huge responsibility. Yet | am
merely a scale. A single scale on the back
of a fish; a tiny fish that may swim alone,
but is in fact part of something much
bigger - a colossal unified organism that
moves breathes and feels together. | may
be small, but | matter, and have a voice
big enough to speak on behalf of my
school, my peers; my fellow homeless
youth. Thank you for this opportunity to
be heard as equals in this place of such
significance, to hear from those who
know best the repercussions of such
changes. It is days such as this, that give
me the hope of a better future, for both
myself and my fellow young men and
women facing the sickening uncertainty
of where they may be sleeping at night.
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To those young people who have
travelled so far in order to be present and
heard here today, showing their support
for this momentous union of voices; a
union that only stands to reinforce the
true democratic nation that is Britain. Yet
we are here today as there is still more
that needs to be done, before true
equality within the masses can emerge. In
2013 a re-evaluation of the social class
system emerged via the BBC; a report
that determined the prior three-tiered
system of upper, middle and lower class
was seemingly outdated. The 7 new
classes to surface ranged from the Elite,
ranking most highly in terms of economic
and cultural capital, down to the
precarious proletariat, ranking lowest on
all forms. We represent the eighth,
unspoken of class, those who have no
permanent abode, but thrive in so many
other areas. But | can only thrive with the
support of my Government.

| may be labelled, | may be limited; | may
be part of a small minority; but so diverse
are we within our collective, | feel we can
confidently and concisely offer you a
clear insight into our lives, can be heard
on behalf of a vast majority and ultimately
be seen as individual young people each
with unique experience and specific
needs; as opposed to merely an
insignificant statistic, as it can often feel
we are reduced to. It is time to break
through any paradigms, for divisions
between classes to be dissolved or the
classes that unknowingly co-exist to
erase any lines of separation that so sadly
segregate us. Through this collaboration
of minds, we can work towards a brighter,
more positive future for young people in
Britain today. Thank you.

By Holli Louise Parchment.
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Opening Statement

1. Incentivising employment and young people into work.
2. Help more people have a home of their own and improve housing in the private rented sector.
3. Reduce welfare spending.
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INCENTIVISING EMPLOYMENT AND

HELPING YOUNG PEOPLE INTO WORK.

Aim:

Statement:

Young people’s view points
1.

Aim:

Statement:

Young people’s view points
1.

ill 4 core aspects being all over the place at the time. It was a struggle to find balance and availability

The Youth Obligation: a requirement for people who have been out of
work and on JSA for over 6 months to undertake training, apprenticeships
or work placement.

84% of the youth homeless parliament are in favour of proposed
government plans for the youth obligation.

This will help young people to develop skills, qualifications and experience
in the work place, gaining confidence and more importantly a routine.
Young people need volunteering to be recognised in line with
apprenticeships and traineeships as there are opportunities to develop
similar skills and abilities from volunteering.

We believe that as soon as young people receive JSA, young people need
to attend “preparation courses whilst getting JSA i.e. interview
techniques, building confidence, self-esteem”. Incentives should be used
to encourage young people. It is important that this is identified on an
individual basis and young people believe that having extra support from
someone in the role of a mentor would support this.

. Young people believe in the youth obligation. There needs to be taster

sessions to ensure that young people have the choice and are on the right
career path to sustain future employment in their fields of interest.

Expanding apprenticeships schemes: this includes a pledge to create 3
million apprenticeships.

The majority of the Youth Homeless Parliament members agree with the
expansion of the apprenticeship scheme, however a lot of the young
people were hesitant to agree or disagree on this. Due to concerns
regarding choice, accessibility and location of apprenticeships.

We feel that we need this kind of opportunity now not later, as the vast
majority of young people here today won't be able to access this scheme,
due to the time frame. Apprenticeships currently available to us are: not
accessible, not in areas of interest or of suitable working hours.
Additionally, skills and interests need to be matched, therefore careful
consideration is needed regarding staff supporting this initiative. We
often have issues and barriers.

We strongly believe that apprenticeships should offer training alongside
placements. Young people need to see a career pathway and progression
as well as gaining the experiences and qualifications needed for entry into
work.

There needs to be a proportion of apprenticeships guaranteed for young
people in Youth Homeless organisations. Consideration needs to be made
to living wages, opportunities for live and work schemes as well as
accessibility to university placements.
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HELP MORE PEOPLE HAVE A HOME OF THEIR OWN
AND IMPROVE STANDARDS OF HOUSING, PARTICULARLY

IN THE PRIVATE RENTED SECTOR.

Aim: Increasing the supply of starter homes: these would be aimed at people
aged under 40 and be capped at 250k (450k in London).

Statement:  All of the YHP members believe that there should be an increase in
starter homes and think that this is a good idea. However young people
from a less advantaged background feel this aim does not correlate
with, and support their current circumstances.

Young people’s view points

1. Young people feel that this is an efficient method. However there needs
to be extra financial support available to allow this proposal to include
vulnerable young people too.

2. We believe that this initiative is not aimed at single young individuals or
young families. However is aimed at more affluent individuals.

3. Young people that experience homelessness be that rough sleeping,
sofa surfing or living in inadequate or overcrowded conditions all aspire
to have somewhere to call their own home but simply believe that the
government have nothing in place that allows young people to have
these aspirations in housing.

Aim:  New measures to tackle rogue landlords in the private rented sector

(PRS) this includes the introduction of banning orders and a rogue
landlord database.

Statement:  Young people strongly agree with introduction of banning orders and a

rogue landlord’s database as this will ensure the safety of young people.

However there are concerns with young people gaining access into the

private rented sector due to the need of deposits and local allowance

. . caps.

Young people’s view points

1. For young people to access the private rented sector there needs to be
procedures in place that protect the most vulnerable alongside
introducing strict fines to ensure the dismissal of landlords trying to get
away with poor practice.

2. Young people’s experiences of living in the private rented sector does
not equal value for money and therefore young people believe that
landlords should enter a training program before they become landlords
to ensure adequate standard of living.

3. We believe that having a rogue landlord database would be efficient in
practice, although this needs to be carefully monitored and maintained to
carry out banning orders.
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Statement:

Young people’s view points
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Statement:

Young people’s view points

1.

Removing the automatic entitlement to housing benefit for those aged
18-21 (there will be some exemptions, eg for care-leavers, but details of
these are still unconfirmed).

100% of young people disagreed with this proposal and are concerned
about how this will impact young people in areas such as; increase in
homelessness, mental health issues, crime rates and debt.

Young people from the YHP insist that exemptions must include
vulnerable young people supported by homeless charities, like us.
When young people face hardship, it is noted that more young people
are putting themselves into promiscuous and inappropriate
relationships/situations in order to have a home.

. This statement from the government ignores the reason young people

become homeless. It is not just about having a place to live. We need
ongoing consistent support to overcome the complex barriers we face.

Freezing Local Housing Allowance (LHA) rates (fixing the level of housing
benefit you can get under LHA and shared accommodation rate if you
are under 35).

100% of young people disagree with freezing the LHA rates and we have
major concerns and believe that this will have a massive impact on
homeless young people now and in the future.

We believe that freezing the LHA will reduce opportunities for young
people looking for accommodation and therefore we will be stuck in a
cycle of unsuitable housing limiting our life choices. This could be
detrimental to young people without family and support networks.
The LHA needs to be equivalent to rent and then the freeze would not
impact on young people as much. However young people are already
struggling to get into PRS due to affordability issues.

This policy aim will demotivate young people, this is a scary fact as this
could potentially force people into criminal acts, poverty, sexual
exploitation and therefore continuing the cycle of homelessness.
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1. What are the root causes of homelessness?
2. If you were the Government, what would you put in place to prevent
those route causes?
3. What would you ask the Government to stop doing in relation to youth homelessness?
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Family intervention and mediation including counselling as a family, as early as possible
Safety net for the family

Family educated and aware of issues affecting homeless young people

Offer respite to young people and families

Free family bonding activities

Maintain housing benefit claim even if benefits i.e. JSA and Income support claims suspended/ stopped
Safe and secure environment

More housing specific to young people

Build more social housing and cap rents; adding in protection for tenants and use empty land

Lower deposit amounts and reintroduce tenancy bonds

Education around budgeting and bills
Easier opportunities for work experience

Support from school regarding homeless needs and sign posting

Workshops in schools around homelessness

Schools to listen to children, not parents if they are upset with issues at home

Support with and readily available help for any potential mental health issues confirmed/ unconfirmed
Prevention services for young people with mental health

Support groups for young people

Support groups for someone living with mental health illness

24/7 help lines to raise concerns and gain advice regarding homeless issues/ support services available
Working tax credits to be available to working young people
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The Youth Homeless Parliament has become such an
important date in the calendar as it makes syre young
people can have theijr say at the highest level. This
year’s event was one of the best yet, as at a time when
SO many policy changes are impacting on young
People, it was fantastic to see so many take up the
opportunity to put across their views to the Minister.
Government has to listen to people who know best
about what needs to change as these policies are rolled
out. Homeless Link hopes the Government uses the
experiences shared by all the young people who took

part this year to shape it's work over the coming
months.
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